
Archbishop Athenagoras, of Blessed Memory, 

founded Saint Basil Academy in 1944 with the val-

uable assistance of the Greek Orthodox Ladies 

Philoptochos Society. On March 15, 1944, the 

Philoptochos purchased the 400-acre Jacob Rup-

pert estate in Garrison New York, on the shores of 

the Hudson River, overlooking West Point Acade-

my .     

The Archbishop dreamed of establishing an or-

phanage or children's home ever since his arrival in the United States in 1931. The Philoptochos 

purchased the Ruppert estate with the proceeds of two years of the Vasilopita celebrations. The 

Academy, as envisioned by the late Patriarch Athenagoras, has expanded in scope to be a well-

equipped Residential Child Care Center, with modern dormitories, a gymnasium/auditorium, in-

door swimming pool, beautiful chapel, library and all the necessary comforts of a loving home. 

The Academy was named for Saint Basil, who was the founder of many orphanages, hospitals, and 

homes for the elderly in fourth century Caesarea, Asia Minor. He is considered one of the greatest 

philanthropists of the Church and founder of the modern-day hospital concept. 

On New Year's Day families cut the vasilopita to bless the house and bring good luck for the new 

year. This is usually done at the midnight of New Year's Eve. A coin is hidden in the bread by slip-

ping it into the dough before baking. At midnight the sign of the cross is etched with a knife across 

the cake. A piece of cake is sliced for each member of the family and any visitors present at the 

time, by order of age from eldest to youngest. Slices are also cut for various symbolic people or 

groups, depending on local and family tradition. They may include the Lord, St. Basil and other 

saints, the poor, the household, or the Kallikantzaroi. In older times, the coin often was a valuable 

one, such as a gold sovereign. Nowadays there is often a prearranged gift, money, or otherwise, to 

be given to the coin recipient. 

Many private or public institutions, such as societies, clubs, workplaces, companies, etc., cut their 
vasilopita at a convenient time between New Year's Day and the beginning of the Great Lent, in 
celebrations that range from impromptu potluck gatherings to formal receptions or balls. 

Saint Basil's Feast Day is observed on January 1, the beginning of the New Year and the Epiphany 

season known as the Vasilopita Observance. 
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VASILOPITA 
 

This year’s Vasilopita Celebration will be held 

on Sunday, January 8, 2017, at our Community 

Center following Liturgy. If  you are able to of-

fer a small portion of  your time for this event, 

please call this year’s co-chairmen to offer your 

help. 

 

Toula Klironomos (386) 677-4336 

All proceeds from the Vasilopita Celebration 

will be forwarded to Saint Basil’s Academy in 

New York. 

Once again, we thank Angie and Mike Forest 

for their continuous generosity over the years in 

donating the gold coin for the cutting of  the 

Vasilopita. 

Additionally, Philoptochos is donating the Saint 

Basil coin that will also be baked in one of  the 

Vasilopites. 

Please plan to be in attendance on that day for 

this celebration. You may be the fortunate indi-

vidual who receives the gold coin or the Saint 

Basil’s coin! 

We thank you for your support in past years 

and wish you a healthy, happy, and safe New 

Year! 

Ευχώμεθα χρόνια πολλά και καλά! 

  


